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ASIAN LANGUAGES AND CULTURES

Focusing on connections-historic, cultural, and economic

The vast continent of Asia is home to the majority of the world’s population and to cultures with an ancient past and a
vibrant present. The Department of Asian Languages and Cultures is an internationally renowned center for the
exploration of the humanities of Asia. Students are invited to cross the boundaries of nations and of disciplines to explore

the literature, film, language, religion, music, art, and history of this significant region in order to develop two vital

qualities: deep local knowledge and broad global perspective. The department offers instruction in the languages and
cultures of Asia (including Chinese, Filipino, Hindi, Indonesian, Japanese, Javanese, Korean, Mongolian, Pali, Punjabi,

Sanskrit, Thai, Tibetan, Urdu, and Vietnamese) so that our students may be enriched by the treasures of the past and

participate in the exchanges of the future.

China is the world’s most populous nation, followed by India. Indonesia has the largest Muslim population in the world.
The religions of Buddhism, Hinduism, Confucianism, Taoism, Sikhism, Jainism, and Shinto all began in Asia. Asia is the
source of some of the most enduring works of art and literature in history, as well as some of the most current cultural
forms, from Hindi film music to Hong Kong action films to K-Pop. Our students have become scholars of Japanese poetry
and of Tibetan Buddhism; they have also gained the knowledge and skills to become leading Asia specialists, as well as to

build careers in communications, international banking and law, and government service.

The excellence of our department depends upon the generosity of our donors. Our ability to take our students to Asia for

study and to bring Asian scholars, writers, and artists to Ann Arbor is crucial to our success. We are constantly striving to

build on existing strengths and to open new realms of study.
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UNDERGRADUATE
RESEARCH SUPPORT

Our undergraduate students become experts in the
regional languages and cultures of Asia. They regularly
publish their original research in academic journals and
win awards for their linguistic mastery. We are always
looking for new opportunities to support their talent and

ambition with the necessary resources, be that study in

Asia or extended research in archives. Donations to our

undergraduate research fund are used to support ) , . ,
As a dual degree student pursuing a degree in both Public Health and

language study and research In Asia, fund awards for Asian Studies, ALC has not only helped me advance my Chinese

exceptional writing and translation, and sponsor co- language skills but has also enabled me to learn the intersections

curricular activities on campus related to Asian languages between health-related topics and the importance of integrating

and cultures, such as guest speakers, discussion groups, cultural humility and language acquisition into my future professional

career. The ALC department has undoubtedly equipped me with the
essential Chinese language proficiency and cultural understanding
screenings, and more. Annual gifts of $10,000 - $50,000 vital for global engagement within my chosen career path. This

will support up to 20 students. summer, I'm thrilled to study abroad and intern in Taipei, Taiwan, where

panels, performances, student publications, exhibits, {ilm

| will continue to apply the knowledge and skills gained from ALC.”
—Catherine Hwang, LSA 25

ASIAN LANGUAGES AND
CULTURES STRATEGIC FUND

The Department of Asian Languages and Cultures is among the top area studies programs in the nation.

Investing in the strategic fund helps us continue the department’s tradition of excellence. Gifts to this fund make
it possible to enhance the research and training of our undergraduate and graduate students, and to recruit,
retain and support our exceptional faculty. The strategic fund also provides resources for cutting edge
initiatives, as well as lecture series, conferences, and innovative, engaged learning in the classroom. Your

support will be an endorsement of our efforts.

GRADUATE STUDENT FELLOWSHIPS

Our status as a leading center for the study of Asian languages and cultures draws the best applicants in the field to
our program. The ability to recruit top students to Ann Arbor is linked to the competitiveness of our student
funding packages, as well as our ability to give them time to immerse themselves in study. Fellowships help offset
the marked difference between the funding packages that heavily endowed private institutions are able to offer their
prospective graduate students and those available from a large, public institution like U-M. An endowed gift of $1M
for graduate fellowships would also expand our cohort of Ph.D. students, enriching our graduate seminars and

strengthening our intellectual community.
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ENDOWED POSTDOCTORAL POSITIONS

Postdoctoral positions provide important opportunities for recent Ph.D. graduates to research, write, and teach in

a vibrant intellectual environment. Young scholars can deepen and expand their area of expertise while also

exposing undergraduates to emerging scholarship. Given the ongoing challenges of the academic job market, these

positions provide critical time and experience to bright and talented scholars at the beginning of their careers. An

endowed gift of $1.5M would enrich the department with early career scholars.

ENDOWED LECTURESHIPS IN ASIAN LANGUAGES

ALC has one of the most distinguished language programs in the country, and these diverse offerings provide our

students with unparalleled opportunities to explore broadly and deeply the myriad cultures of Asia. The

department seeks endowments for language lectureships that will help preserve these rare resources in perpetuity

for our students. We are seeking language lectureships in Punjabi, Hindi, Tamil, Urdu, Thai, Indonesian,

Vietnamese, Filipino, and Tibetan. The department seeks endowments of $1M for each language lectureship that

will help preserve these rare opportunities in perpetuity for our students.

NAMED ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIP

Support to bring new faculty to the department in the next five years is crucial, especially in the face of increasing

budget cuts at home and competition for top faculty worldwide. Outstanding faculty are central to the continuing

quality of the program and ongoing leadership of the department. A gift of $2.5M to fully endow a named professorship

will serve as a powerful recruitment tool for distinguished scholars.

WAYS TO FUND YOUR GIFT

Your gifts of cash, pledges, or appreciated securities change lives. Wills, estate, and planned gifts allow you to create a

lasting legacy that will enable the best and brightest minds to experience a liberal arts education, solve problems in a

changing world, and yield ideas and innovations that will make a difference in Michigan and around the globe.

CONTACT INFO

LSA Advancement // College of Literature, Science, and the Arts
309 Maynard Street, Suite 200 // Ann Arbor, Ml 48104

P 734.615.6333 // F. 734.647.3061 // Isa.umich.edu/asian



